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he then felt compelled to hide because of the
negative attitudes of his time. Well, we've come
a long way since those days. And even though
we in public life get to make the speeches,
I think it'’s clear to all of us that you deserve
the credit—all of the work you have done.

People with disabilities are increasingly a pow-
erful presence in America, from our schools to
our businesses to the halls of government—but
maybe equally important, increasingly a wel-
come, comfortable, normal presence. President
Roosevelt said, “No country, no matter how rich,
can afford to waste its human resources.” This
is really all about living up to that objective.

Thank you, Karen. Thank you, ladies and gen-
tlemen. Let’s go out and pass this legislation.
Thank you.

NoTE: The President spoke at 12:58 p.m. in the
East Room at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to polio survivor and transit system
dispatcher Karen Moore, who introduced the
President: Tony Coelho, Chairman, President’s
Committee on Employment of People with Dis-
abilities; Rebecca Ogle, Executive Director, Na-
tional Task Force on Employment of Adults With
Disabilities; Justin Dart, Jr., chairman and found-
er, Justice For All; Paul Marchand, chairman,
Consortium for Citizens With Disabilities; Paul
Steven Miller, Commissioner, Equal Employment
Opportunity Commission; five-time National Bas-
ketball Association MVP Michael Jordan, who an-
nounced his retirement; and poet Maya Angelou.
The President also referred to the Individuals with
Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) Amendments
of 1997, Public Law 105-17.

Statement on the Retirement of Michael Jordan

January 13, 1999

Today’s retirement announcement by Michael
Jordan marks a sad day for all those who love
basketball and for sports fans around the world.
In his many years on the court, Michael brought
superhuman skill and unmatched athleticism,
competitive fire, dedication, and teamwork to
the all-American sport he loves. Like those other
American pioneers, the Wright brothers, Mi-
chael Jordan proved that humans can indeed
fly.
yBeyond his uncanny ability to defy gravity or
hit the crucial shot when everything depended
on it, Michael showed generations of young

sports fans how to be a good person while being
a great champion. Although we will miss seeing
him play, we know at least that his career ended
exactly as it should have, with one last game-
winning basket to bring the Chicago Bulls their
sixth championship.

As a daughter of Chicago, Hillary is especially
sorry to see him go. We wish Michael, Juanita,
and their family all the best in the future.

NOTE: This statement was released by the Office
of the Press Secretary as a statement by the Presi-
dent and the First Lady.

Letter to Congressional Leaders Reporting a Certification Required by the
Ratification Resolution of the Chemical Weapons Convention

January 13, 1999

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)

In accordance with the resolution of advice
and consent to ratification of the Convention
on the Prohibition of the Development, Produc-
tion, Stockpiling and Use of Chemical Weapons
and on Their Destruction, adopted by the Sen-
ate of the United States on April 24, 1997, 1
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hereby certify in connection with Condition
(T)(C)(i), Effectiveness of Australia Group, that:

Australia  Group members continue to
maintain an equally effective or more com-
prehensive control over the export of: toxic
chemicals and their precursors, dual-use
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processing equipment, human, animal, and
plant pathogens and toxins with potential
biological weapons applications, and dual-
use biological equipment, as that afforded
by the Australia Group as of April 25, 1997;
and

The Australia Group remains a viable
mechanism for limiting the spread of chem-
ical and biological weapons-related mate-
rials and technology, and the effectiveness
of the Australia Group has not been under-
mined by changes in membership, lack of
compliance with common export controls
and nonproliferation measures, or the weak-

ening of common controls and nonprolifera-
tion measures, in force as of April 25, 1997.

For your information, the Australia Group has
not loosened its controls on chemical and bio-
logical weapons-related items since the entry
into force of the Chemical Weapons Convention.

Sincerely,

WILLIAM ]. CLINTON

NoOTE: Identical letters were sent to J. Dennis
Hastert, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Albert Gore, Jr., President of the Senate. This
letter was released by the Office of the Press Sec-
retary on January 14.

Letter to Congressional Leaders Reporting a Certification Required by the
Ratification Resolution of the Chemical Weapons Convention

January 13, 1999

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. Chairman:)

In accordance with the resolution of advice
and consent to ratification of the Convention
on the Prohibition of the Development, Produc-
tion, Stockpiling and Use of Chemical Weapons
and on Their Destruction, adopted by the Sen-
ate of the United States on April 24, 1997, 1
hereby certify that:

In connection with Condition (9), Protec-
tion of Advanced Biotechnology, the legiti-
mate commercial activities and interests of
chemical, biotechnology, and pharma-
ceutical firms in the United States are not

being significantly harmed by the limita-
tions of the Convention on access to, and
production of, those chemicals and toxins
listed in Schedule 1 of the Annex on
Chemicals.

Sincerely,

WIiLLIAM ]. CLINTON

NoOTE: Identical letters were sent to J. Dennis
Hastert, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Jesse Helms, chairman, Senate Committee on
Foreign Relations. This letter was released by the
Office of the Press Secretary on January 14.

Letter to Congressional Leaders Transmitting a Report Required by the
Ratification Resolution of the Chemical Weapons Convention

January 13, 1999

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)
Attached is a report to the Congress on cost-
sharing arrangements, as required by Condition
4(A) of the resolution of advice and consent
to ratification of the Convention on the Prohibi-
tion of the Development, Production, Stock-
piling and Use of Chemical Weapons and on

Their Destruction, adopted by the Senate of
the United States on April 24, 1997.
Sincerely,

WILLIAM ]. CLINTON

NoTE: Identical letters were sent to J. Dennis
Hastert, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
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